; an account of this theory is to be found in the book of E. L. Ince [5] . The adjective "Sturm," in the title of this research announcement, is meant to refer, in a general way, to results similar to Sturm's, not only for single ordinary differential equations, but also for single partial differential equations and for systems of ordinary or partial differential equations.
{Explanation. In the case of a single equation, m = l, every nontrivial solution is "a basis of a conjugate family".) The proof of this theorem is based upon a uniqueness theorem for the system of equations, using only hypotheses (1), (2) , (3), and also upon the following elementary This lemma, whose proof uses only the elementary mean value theorem of the differential calculus, makes it possible (together with the uniqueness theorem mentioned) to avoid the usual continuity hypotheses (on both solutions and coefficients) involved in employing Riemann integration (see, e.g., Ince [5] ) in the proof. There is also a theorem analogous to Theorem 2, with the same conclusion, and the same hypotheses (l)-(S) and (10), while hypotheses (6)- (9) 
